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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a file shredder with a device for
detecting metallic objects introduced into the paper feed of
the file shredder, a cutting unit with rotating cutting tools, a
motor for driving the cutting tools and a transmission device
for connecting the motor to the rotating cutting tools. Accord-
ing to the invention, substantially all of the metallic compo-
nents of the cutting unit of the file shredder surrounding the
rotating cutting tools, the motor and the transmission device
are connected with one another in an electrically conducting
manner such that they lie on a common defined electric poten-
tial.

14 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
FILE SHREDDER HAVING A METAL
DETECTOR

1. FIELD OF APPLICATION

The present invention relates to a file shredder and in par-
ticular to a file shredder having a metal detector.

II. TECHNICAL BACKGROUND

In order to prevent damage to the cutting unit by metal parts
such as e.g., paper clips, staples or the like introduced into the
paper feed, some file shredders nowadays have a metal detec-
tor. This metal detector usually comprises a sensor device
which reacts to metal introduced into the paper guide and
switches off the cutting unit and/or the paper feed of the file
shredder before the metal parts can come into contact with the
cutting elements of the cutting unit.

The mode of operation on which the corresponding metal-
detecting sensor device is based is hereby based on the meth-
ods generally used for detecting/recognizing metal, such as,
for example, pulse measurements based on induction or alter-
nating current measurements.

Due to the small size of the metal object to be detected, and
the resulting low signal level, in practice the problem arises
with the file shredders according to the prior art that the
signal-to-noise ratio is very small, so that a reliable detection
of small metal parts is not given.

1II. DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
a) Technical Object

The object of the invention is therefore to provide a file
shredder having a sensor device for metal detection, which
reacts reliably even to small metal parts introduced into the
paper feed.

b) Solution of the Object

This object is attained through the characterizing features
of claim 1. Advantageous embodiments are shown by the
dependent claims.

According to the invention, the signal-to-noise ratio occur-
ring in the sensor device is improved in that for noise sup-
pression essentially all of the metal components ofthe cutting
unit, in particular the metal parts of the cutting unit optionally
surrounding rotating cutting tools, such as, e.g., baftle plates,
spacers or the like, together with the electric motor driving the
file shredder and the transmission components mechanically
connecting the motor and the cutting tools are laid on a
common defined electric potential. This is preferably carried
out by a correspondingly electrically conducting connection
of these components.

Inthis manner it can be achieved that the metal components
surrounding the rotating cutting tools form a type of Faraday
cage which minimizes the noise signals produced due to the
relative motion between the rotating cutting tools and the
stationary metal detecting sensor.

Advantageously, furthermore the rotating cutting tools
themselves are laid on the common defined electric potential
jointly with the above-mentioned components. The disrupt-
ing influence of the moving cutting tools, usually made of
metal, on the sensor signal can thus be further reduced.

Preferably, the common potential is the ground potential.

In particular, the rotating cutting tools and the metallic
components of the cutting unit arranged parallel to the cutting
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tools in the axial direction and optionally surrounding the
cutting tools at least in part, such as, e.g., baffle plates or
spacers, can be connected to one another at both axial ends of
the cutting tools respectively in an electrically conducting
manner, so that this produces a ring circuit here.

In order to create an electrical connection between the
individual components of the cutting unit, i.e., rotating cut-
ting tools, baffle plates, spacers, etc., for example, on both
axial ends of the cutting tools electrically conducting end
plates can be provided, on which the individual elements
either, e.g., in the case of baffle plates, spacers, etc., are
connected in a conductively stationary manner, or, in the case
of the rotating cutting tools, are supported in an electrically
conducting manner. In addition to metal plates, plates of an
electrically conducting composite material, such as, e.g., car-
bon fiber composites, can also be taken into consideration as
electrically conducting end plates.

At the same time, one of these end plates can hereby form
a housing wall of the transmission acting between the motor
and the cutting tools so that this end plate can also be used for
the electrical connection of the corresponding transmission
components to the common potential. Preferably, the motor
block can also be connected directly to this end plate, so that
the electrical connection thereof'to the common potential also
takes place via the end plate.

An electrically conducting support of the rotating cutting
tools in the end plates can be achieved, for example, via
sliding contacts or the like. Alternatively or additionally, an
electrically conducting sliding contact can also be produced
between the rotating cutting tools and the components sur-
rounding them, wherein this can preferably be carried out
through the scrapers arranged in the spacers. These scrapers,
which are generally used to scrape off paper residue present
on the cutting tools, could to this end have carbon brushes, for
example, in order to guarantee an electrically conducting
sliding contact with the rotating cutting tools.

¢) Exemplary Embodiments

A preferred embodiment of the present invention is
described below by way of example based on the figures.
They show:

FIG. 1: A diagrammatic circuit diagram of the basic con-
cept of the present invention;

FIG. 2: A perspective view of the cutting unit of a file
shredder embodying the present invention and

FIG. 3: An exploded drawing of the embodiment from FIG.
2.

FIG. 1 shows a diagrammatic electrical circuit diagram of
the basic concept of the present invention. Only the compo-
nents of a file shredder that are relevant for the present inven-
tion are hereby shown, i.e., the cutting unit 1, the motor M and
the transmission G mechanically connecting the motor M and
the cutting unit 1.

In the example shown, the cutting unit 1 of' the file shredder
comprises two rotating cutting tools 2. As is usual in file
shredders, these are two cutting rollers, the opposite cylindri-
cal surfaces of which are provided with blades between which
the material to be destroyed is guided and by which the
material is cut into small pieces.

On both sides of the cutting tools 2 respectively a metallic
spacer 3 as well as a baffle plate 4 hereby run in parallel
arrangement to the cutting tools 2.

At one end of the cutting tools 2, the cutting tools 2, the
spacers 3 and the baffle plates 4 are connected to one another
in an electrically conducting manner via a first end plate 5. At
the other end of the cutting tools 2, the cutting tools 2, the
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spacers 3 and the baffle plates 4 are connected to one another
in an electrically conducting manner via a second end plate 6.

The second end plate 6 is connected to ground via a line 7.
Furthermore, the motor M as well as the transmission device
G mechanically connecting the cutting unit 1 to the motor M
are also connected with the line 7, so that the motor M, the
transmission device G as well as the rotating cutting tools 2,
the spacers 3 and the baftle plates 4, and thus essentially all of
the metallic components of the cutting unit 1, lie on ground
potential.

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of the components of a file
shredder that are relevant for the present invention, i.e., the
motor M, the transmission device G and the cutting unit 1.

The cutting unit 1 hereby comprises the two cutting tools 2
embodied as counter-rotating rollers, which are partially sur-
rounded by the two spacers 3 and baffle plates 4. The material
to be cut by the cutting tools 2 is hereby fed to the cutting tools
2 from above between the spacers 3.

The cutting tools 2, spacers 3 and baffle plates 4 are hereby
arranged axially between the housing accommodating the
transmission device G and a bearing plate 8, made of plastic
in the present example.

As can be seen from the exploded drawing from FIG. 3, an
end plate 5 is arranged between the bearing plate 8 and the
cutting tools 2, spacers 3 and baffle plates 4, which end plate
is made of an electrically conducting metal and which con-
nects the cutting tools 2, the spacers 3 and the baffle plates 4
to one another in an electrically conducting manner. The
bearing plate 8 was not shown hereby for reasons of greater
clarity. This also applies to the transmission device G.

On the end lying opposite the bearing plate 8, the cutting
tools 2, the spacers 3 and the baffle plates 4 are connected to
a second end plate 6 in an electrically conducting manner,
which second end plate at the same time forms a housing wall
of the housing accommodating the transmission device G.
This second end plate 6 is also made of electrically conduct-
ing material.

The motor M is also connected to the second end plate 6 in
an electrically conducting manner, so that the cutting tools 2,
spacers 3, baffle plates 4, motor M and transmission device G
lie on a common electric potential. In the embodiment shown,
the end plate 6 is connected to ground via a line (not shown),
so that the common electric potential is formed by the ground
potential.

In the embodiment shown, the spacers 3 each have several
recesses 31 distributed across their axial direction, which act
as scraper elements and in which during operation of the file
shredder the cutting elements of the cutting tools 2 in part
engage. In order to improve the electric contact between the
rotating cutting tools 2 and the spacers 3 even further, in this
case there is a sliding electrical contact between these ele-
ments.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 Cutting unit

2 Cutting tools

3 Spacer

4 Baffle plate

5 First end plate

6 Second end plate
7 Line

8 Bearing plate

G Transmission device
M Motor

31 Recesses in 3
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The invention claimed is:

1. A file shredder, wherein the file shredder comprises:

(a) a device for detecting metallic objects introduced into a
paper feed of the file shredder,

(b) a cutting unit comprising rotating cutting tools and
metallic components surrounding the cutting tools,

(¢) a motor for driving the cutting tools of (b), and

(d) a transmission device for connecting the motor (c) to
the rotating cutting tools of (b),

and wherein the metallic components surrounding the
rotating cutting tools, the motor (¢), and the transmission
device (d) are connected to one another in an electrically
conducting manner such that the metallic components
surrounding the rotating cutting tools, the motor (¢) and
the transmission device (d) lie on a common electric
potential.

2. The file shredder of claim 1, wherein further also the
rotating cutting tools are connected in an electrically conduct-
ing manner to the metallic components surrounding the rotat-
ing cutting tools, the motor (¢), and the transmission device
(d) such that the rotating cutting tools, the metallic compo-
nents surrounding the cutting tools, the motor (¢) and the
transmission device (d) lie on the common electric potential.

3. The file shredder of claim 1, wherein the common elec-
tric potential is a ground potential.

4. The file shredder of claim 1, wherein in cutting unit (b)
the rotating cutting tools and metallic components arranged
in axial direction parallel to the cutting tools are connected to
one another in an electrically conducting manner at both axial
ends of the cutting tools.

5. The file shredder of claim 4, wherein electrically con-
ducting end plates are present at both axial ends of the cutting
tools to connect the cutting tools and the metallic components
to one another in an electrically conducting manner.

6. The file shredder of claim 5, wherein one of the end
plates is formed by a housing wall of the transmission device
@.

7. The file shredder of claim 6, wherein the motor (c) is
attached in an electrically conducting manner to the housing
wall of the transmission device (d) that forms one of the end
plates.

8. A method of improving the signal-to-noise ratio pro-
vided by a metal detecting sensor of a file shredder, wherein
the method comprises

(a) providing a device for detecting metallic objects intro-
duced into a paper feed of the file shredder,

(b) providing a cutting unit comprising rotating cutting
tools and metallic components surrounding the cutting
tools,

(c) providing a motor for driving the cutting tools of (b),
and

(d) providing a transmission device for connecting the
motor (¢) to the rotating cutting tools of (b),

and wherein the method further comprises connecting to
one another the metallic components surrounding the
rotating cutting tools, the motor (¢), and the transmission
device (d) in an electrically conducting manner such that
the metallic components surrounding the rotating cut-
ting tools, the motor (c) and the transmission device (d)
lie on a common electric potential.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein further also the rotating
cutting tools are connected in an electrically conducting man-
ner to the metallic components surrounding the rotating cut-
ting tools, the motor (¢), and the transmission device (d) such
that the rotating cutting tools, the metallic components sur-
rounding the cutting tools, the motor (¢) and the transmission
device (d) lie on the common electric potential.
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10. The method of claim 8, wherein the common electric
potential is a ground potential.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein the rotating cutting
tools and the metallic components of the cutting unit (b) that
are arranged in axial direction parallel to the cutting tools are 5
connected to one another in an electrically conducting man-
ner at both axial ends of the cutting tools.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein electrically conduct-
ing end plates are arranged at both axial ends of the cutting
tools to connect the cutting tools and the metallic components 10
of'the cutting unit (b) that are arranged parallel in axial direc-
tion to the cutting tools to one another in an electrically
conducting manner.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein one of the end plates
is formed by a housing wall of the transmission device (d). 15

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the motor (c) is
attached in an electrically conducting manner to the housing
wall of the transmission device (d) that forms one of the end
plates.
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